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Michael Brown did his undergraduate studies at the

University of Witwatersrand in Johannesburg, South

Africa, before moving to Rhodes University, Gra-

hamstown, where he did a Ph.D. in solid-state chem-

istry. After a year in the Chamber of Mines Research

Laboratories in Johannesburg, he was appointed as a

Lecturer at Rhodes University where he has remained

and is currently Professor of Physical Chemistry.

He has spent periods of leave at the Queen’s

University of Belfast, the Cavendish Laboratory,

Cambridge and ICI Explosives in Scotland. Much

of Professor Brown’s research has been done in col-

laboration with Dr. Andrew Galwey of the Queen’s

University of Belfast and they have recently published

a book on Athermal Decomposition of Ionic Solids

(Elsevier). Another area of interest has been in pyr-

otechnic chemistry with emphasis on the delay fuses

used in the gold mining industry. Professor Brown was

one of the founders of the Southern African Thermal

Analysis Society and is currently Secretary of the

International Confederation for Thermal Analysis

and Calorimetry. He received the Mettler-NATAS

Thermal Analysis Award in 1996 for his contributions

to solid-state kinetics and pyrotechnics, the Rhodes

University Vice-Chancellor’s Senior Research Award

in 1998, and the Gold Medal of the South African

Chemical Institute in 2000.
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1962–1965: Junior Lecturer, 1967–1970: Lecturer
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Associate Professor

1986: Professor of Physical Chemistry

1966: Research Officer, SA Chamber of

Mines Research Laboratories

1971: Leverhulme Visiting Research Fellow at
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Comprehensive funding from Foundation of Research
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1996: Mettler/NATAS international award for
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Secretary of International Confederation of Thermal
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